The intersection of technology and care in the ICU.
In this article the author describes the paradoxical nature of the relationship between technology and care in the ICU. Although technology enhances care by expanding the repertoire of competent nurses' responses to the patient, it simultaneously alienates nurse and patient, hence inhibiting care. This occurs when nurses and patients have different understandings of technology and when the nurse identifies with the values imposed by technology at the expense of acknowledging her own and the patient's vulnerability.